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government. Hoieda, also coasting, went two hundred
miles from Carfhagena; he entered the Gulf of Hurava, dis-
embarked his horses, his artillery, and ammunition. He
began to build many houses, and made several forays among
the natives. The Indians, having already heard what the
Spaniards hunted for, threw pieces of gold and jewels along
the paths, and while they were picking them up, the natives
aimed poisoned darts from their hiding places, and so
wounded many. In the course of their skirmishes, the
Spaniards got into the midst of a tribe, and took prisoner
the wife of one of their chiefs. He came to the governor,
accompanied by some of his friends, and pretended he
wished to ransom her, offering to give whatever was de-
manded. When he got into the governor's presence, he
spoke most bravely, and abused him, not only in words, but
also in deeds, for then he threw a poisoned dart at him.
The soldiers hearing a noise, ran in, and, closing in upon
these men, killed them and the woman too. The governor
was cured by fire of the poisoned wound in the thigh, in the
usual way, and the poison not being very potent, he soon
got well.
The Spaniards, seeing so much bravery in the Indians,
and their great courage in defending their liberty, by which
many of the assailants had been killed, and many more had
died of disease from the bad air, began to complain of the
governor's having brought them to such a place, where, on
account of the numerous woods, they could not avail them-
selves either of their strength or their arms. But about this
time there arrived a ship from La Isla Espanola, laden with
men and munitions, which proved a great comfort for all.
Still the soldiers went on murmuring worse than before.
The governor endeavoured to comfort them, and to persuade
them to stay with a good will, since the Bachillcr Enciso
would leave San Domingo with a great many men. But his
words had little effect, for they feared that in the end they